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More than 50 years ago — on December 31, 1969 — the president
of the United States signed a proclamation designating January as
National Blood Donor Month (NBDM). The new monthly observance
was meant to honor voluntary blood donors and to encourage more
people to give blood at a time when more blood is needed.

CalendarCalendar  January isJanuary is  

National National Mentoring MonthMentoring Month

Jan. 13, 2022 — Jan. 13, 2022 — FIRST DAYFIRST DAY to circulate petitions  to circulate petitions forfor
the 2022 General Primary Election to be held on Tuesday,the 2022 General Primary Election to be held on Tuesday,
June 28, 2022June 28, 2022

County ClerkCounty ClerkCounty Clerk
Debra Ming-MedozaDebra Ming-MedozaDebra Ming-Medoza

New terms set for County BoardNew terms set for County BoardNew terms set for County Board   
The Madison County Board board passed an ordinance establishing terms for board
members for the board to be elected in November 2022.

In November, the board approved newly-drawn maps and downsized the number of
its districts to 26.

“We reduced the board by three seats, saving taxpayers money and providing
substantially equal representation throughout the county,” County Board member
Chris Guy of Maryville said. “It’s fair, reasonable and good for the taxpayers,”

The new length of terms will be as follows:

Districts — 7,12,13,15, 22,23,24,25,26
2 years, 4 years, 4 years 

Districts — 4,5,6,9,14,17,18,20,21
4 years, 2 years, 4 years

Districts — 1,2,3,6,10,11,16,19
4 years, 4 years, 2 years

View the map https://madcoil.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?
id=17d9f70cbb76424d90dcce6b28732697.
 

Visit Visit www.madisoncountyil.govwww.madisoncountyil.gov for more election information for more election information  

National Pothole Day on January 15 is an observance thatNational Pothole Day on January 15 is an observance that
highlights the ever-growing problem of potholes on ourhighlights the ever-growing problem of potholes on our
roads. There is nothing more irritating than trying toroads. There is nothing more irritating than trying to
avoid potholes while driving down the road.avoid potholes while driving down the road.  

Success comes with learning and what better way than with a
mentor! 

Jan. 17Jan. 17

https://eventguide.com/d/104921.htm
https://madcoil.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=17d9f70cbb76424d90dcce6b28732697
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/county_clerk/elections/index.php


 

the six Amazon employees who died after a tornado struck an Amazon
fulfillment center in Edwardsville on Dec. 10.

Kevin D. Dickey, 62, of Carlyle
Larry E. Virden, 46, of Collinsville
Etheria S Hebb, 34, of St. Louis
Clayton Lynn Cope, 29, of Alton 
Deandre S. Morrow, 28, of St. Louis
Austin J. McEwen, 26, of Edwardsville

The EF-3 tornado, part of a storm system that killed at least 70 people
across five states, hit the fulfillment center around 8:30 p.m. while workers
were in the middle of a shift change. and driver were returning for the day.

Chairman Kurt Prenzler declared Madison County a
State of Emergency following a significant weather
event that produced an EF-3 tornado within the City
of Edwardsville, causing extensive damage to
property and loss of life.

A disaster proclamation provides the region with
additional resources and funding needed to help a
community recover.

 State of Emergency 



Court's adjourned: Judge ClarenceCourt's adjourned: Judge ClarenceCourt's adjourned: Judge Clarence
Harrison retires after 22 yearsHarrison retires after 22 yearsHarrison retires after 22 years

    hird Judicial Circuit Court Associate Judge Clarence W.
Harrison II stepped down from the bench on Dec. 10.

Madison County Circuit Court held a reception for Harrison,
where friends and a colleagues stopped by to say goodbye. 

"I'll miss the people," Harrison
said. "some of the other stuff, not
so much."

Harrison started his tenure on the
bench in 1999. He holds both his 
 undergraduate and J.D. degrees
from the Southern Methodist
University in Texas

Harrison not only followed his
father into law, but also followed
him into the judicial system, He is
the son of late Illinois Supreme
Court Chief Justice Moses
Harrison II.
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County Board Member Stacey Pace, far left, attends the Highland
Chirstmas Parade on Nov. 26 with her family.

County Board
Member Eric Foster,
second from left,
and County
Treasurer Chris
Slusser attends
Granite City's
Christmas Parade
on Dec. 4 with
Nameoki Township
Assessor Tammy
Hanfelder and
Illinois State
Representative Amy
Elik.

Community Christmas CelebrationsCommunity Christmas CelebrationsCommunity Christmas Celebrations

https://ballotpedia.org/J.D.


    he Illinois Association of County Board Members and Commissioners
(IACBM) voted unanimously for Madison County Board Member Michael “Doc’’
Holliday, Sr. of Alton to serve as its president.

The organization voted at its annual Board of Directors meeting on Nov. 17 in
Bloomington naming Holliday.

“I am deeply honored and blessed to become President of the IACBM,”
Holliday said. “I want to thank my fellow board members for having faith in me
to lead this great organization. It is a privilege to represent the dedicated
county board members of the great State of Illinois.”

“I am passionate about Illinois county officials continuing to work in a non-
partisan way to provide effective governance for all of the citizens that we are
a servant too,” Holliday said. “I accept this important position of President. It
is a responsibility that I do not take lightly and I pledge to represent IACBM to
the best of my ability.”

Holliday was elected to the Madison County Board in 1998. He currently
serves on the Information System, Real Estate Tax Cycle, and Transportation
committees. He is a past president of the Illinois Association of Boards of
Health, member of the National Association of Boards of Health and a member
of the National Organization of Black County Officials (NOBCO) representing a
coalition of black elected and
appointed officials within county government for all 50 states.

“President Holliday is well respected by county officials around the state,”
Executive Director of the IACBM Kelly Murray. “He has a unique ability to bring
people together and a strong commitment to make government more efficient,  
effective and inclusive. The people of Illinois and the association’s members
will be well served by Doc’s leadership.” 

Holliday will serve a two-year term accompanied by First Vice President James
Soeldner, McLean County Vice Chair; Second Vice President Richard “Quijas”
Brunk, Rock Island County Chair; Third Vice President Jim Marlo, Williamson
County Chair; Secretary Myrna Molina, Kane County Board; Treasurer Donald
Little, Jersey County Chair; and Past President L. Scott Schwerer, McDonough
County Chair.

 

County Board member named as president ofCounty Board member named as president of
state county board associationstate county board association
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               adison County Assistant State's Attorney Andrew K.
Carruthers is named Third Judicial Circuit Court judge.

On behalf of the Circuit Judges of the Third Judicial Circuit, Chief
Judge William A. Mudge announced on Dec. 17 that  Carruthers, 42, of
Edwardsville was appointed to fill the Clarence W. Harrison II
Associate Judge vacancy. The Third Judicial Circuit encompasses
Madison and Bond counties.

Associate Judges are appointed by majority vote of the Circuit Judges
in each circuit as provided by Supreme Court Rule.

A Godfrey native, Carruthers received his undergraduate degree in
2002 from the University of Illinois at Springfield and his Juris Doctor
from Southern Illinois University School of Law in 2006.

Since January 2021, he served as a Madison County Assistant State’s
Attorney in charge of the office’s civil division. Prior to his
government service, Mr. Carruthers spent 14 years in private practice
primarily at HeplerBroom LLC in Edwardsville and Stobbs, Sinclair &
Carruthers, Ltd. in Alton. Mr. Carruthers also served on the Illinois
State Board of Elections 

Carruthers spent 14 years in private practice primarily at
HeplerBroom LLC in Edwardsville and Stobbs, Sinclair & Carruthers,
Ltd. in Alton. Mr. Carruthers also served on the Illinois State Board of
Elections from 2015 to 2019.

"It is a great testament to the future of Madison County’s judiciary
that Assistant State’s Attorney Andrew Carruthers will soon be
serving our community as a Judge," Tom Haine, Madison County
State's Attorney, said. "Andy is qualified, of course, but more
importantly he has integrity and a passion for the rule of law. He has
done incredible work as Chief of our Civil Division for the past year,
assisting the office in a time of great transition, and winning trust
from all he interacts with. 

“But his life beyond the practice of law remains his fundamental
focus, " Haine said. "Andy is, at his core, a family man. His wonderful
wife Heidy and his children are his greatest joy. Congratulations,
Judge Carruthers, and the entire Carruthers family!”

    

Madison CountyMadison County
Assistant State'sAssistant State's

Attorney namedAttorney named
to fill vacantto fill vacant

judges seatjudges seat
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       fficials approved resolutions in December 2021 to spend $19 million
in American Rescue Plan Act funding for infrastructure, storm water,
cybersecurity, pandemic response and law enforcement projects in
Madison County.

County officials selected 17 projects, totaling $19,043,275, for the second
round of the $25.5 million of ARPA funding the county received in May
from the U.S. Department of Treasury. The funding was the first half of $51
million the county is receiving, with the second half set to arrive in 2022. 

“The county is using these funds for projects it otherwise would not be
able to do,” Chairman Kurt Prenzler said. “We didn’t anticipate receiving
this money and now our task is to spend it legally and responsibly.”

In June, the county spent its first ARPA funds to improve its cybersecurity

Category
Cybersecurity County Board room audio video equipment to allow for in-

person, virtual or hybrid meetings

Project 

New HVAC system for Juvenile Detention Center

New boilers, new generators for Administration Building

New courthouse generator 

New air handlers Criminal Justice Center

Construction of new intake area and sally port at jail

HVAC HEPA filtration UV-C systems at jail

Coroner equipment

Bethalto Interceptor

Long Lake to Horseshoe Lake

Grants to rural water districts

Infrastructure

Infrastructure

Infrastructure

Infrastructure

Law Enforcement

Law Enforcement

Pandemic response

Sewer

Storm Water

Drinking Water

$ 125,000

Cost 

$ 150,000

$ 250,000

$ 250,000

$ 150,000

$1.2 million

$ 150,000

$ 106,322

S 8.5 million

$ 7.3 million

$ 700.000

systems. 

“Cybersecurity is important,” Prenzler said. “Earlier this year, we saw
ransomware attacks on the City of Alton and St. Clair County. Now it’s
happened at Lewis and Clark Community College.”

“The county picked projects that met ARPA’s funding guidelines and had
the greatest impact,” Prenzler said.

County Administrator Dave Tanzyus presented the list during a special
county board meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 30. 

“We took our time in gathering input on what projects would be best for
the county and our communities,” Tanzyus said. 

Madison County is allocating more than $19 million in
American Rescue Plan Act funding for various projects

O



Madison County is selling 15.41 acresMadison County is selling 15.41 acres

          adison County is selling 15.41 acres of property along Illinois Route 159 near
Edwardsville Crossing Shopping Center and will accepting sealed bids through mid-February.

“The county is putting the property out for bid,” Chairman Kurt Prenzler said. “Bids will be
accepted online through Feb. 14. We are advertising it regionally and being as transparent in
the process in hopes of getting as many bids as we can.”

Prenzler said that by selling the land, the county would no longer have to maintain it, saving
taxpayers money. The average annual cost to maintain the property is around $16,000.

The acreage being sold is located at the northeast corner of the intersection of Plum Street
(Route 159) and Governor’s Parkway, in Edwardsville. The site is within the City of
Edwardsville’s corporate boundaries and is subject to its ordinances, including all building
codes and land use regulations. 

The county hired Collier Appraisers, Ltd. Of Collinsville to appraise the property. The appraisal
reflects the properties current market value as of Sept. 13 and the information will be
included in the bid packet.

The property will be sold “as is” and there will be $50,000 in earnest monies required to be
paid by the party awarded the bid. All interested parties can download a bid packet online at
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/purchasing/index.php.

Sealed bids will be received until 2 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 14 then publicly opened and read
aloud at 2:15 p.m. in the County Board Committee Room, located on the first level of the
Administration Building in Suite 145.

For additional information bidders should contact Madison County Administrative Services
Purchasing Director Linda Ogden at (618) 296-4219.

The land was originally part of the site of the county’s tuberculosis sanitarium. In 2003, the
county sold the Edwardsville property along Troy Road to make way for the Edwardsville
Crossing development.

Prenzler said the value of the property has increased through the years and is a prime location
for development due to adjacent property’s economic growth.

Bids will be accepted through early February
M

https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/purchasing/index.php


The Madison County Board andThe Madison County Board andThe Madison County Board and   
County Elected Officials wishes you aCounty Elected Officials wishes you aCounty Elected Officials wishes you a   

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas and aand aand a   Happy New Year!Happy New Year!Happy New Year!

Front row, left to right: County Board member Jack Miner (Edwardsville) County Administrator Dave Tanzyus, Chairman Kurt Prenzler, County Board
member Liz Dalton (Collinsville) County Clerk Debra Ming-Mendoza

Middle row, left to right: County Board members William Meyer (Hamel), Judy Kuhn (Highland), Mick Madison (Bethalto), Michael "Doc" Holliday,(
Alton), Stacey Pace (Troy), Dalton Gray (Troy). Terry Eacker (Bethalto), Nick Petrillo (Granite City) Erica Conway-Harris (Glen Carbon), Gussie Glasper

(Venice,), Jamie Goggin (Edwardsville), Ryan Kneedler (collinsville), Robert Pollard (East Alton)

Back row, left to right: County Board member Bill Stoutenborough (Alton) Treasuer Chris Slusser, State's Attorney Tom Haine, County Board
members Aaron Messner (Granite City), Bruce Malone (Alton), Vic Valentine (Edwardsville), Mike Walters (Godfrey), Matt King (East Alton), Eric
Foster (Granite City) Chris Hankins (Pontoon Beach), Auditor David Michael, County Board members Denise Weihardt (Granite City), Chris Guy

(Maryville), Val Doucleff (Godfrey), Bobby Ross (St. Jacob), Mike Babcock (Bethalto)

Not Pictured Sheriff John Lakin, Circuit Clerk Tom McRae and Regional Superintendent Robert Werden.



Regional SuperintendentRegional Superintendent  
Robert WerdenRobert Werden

encourages suspensions be limited to severe cases
encourages students to stay in school and be successful
encourages students to become re-engaged in school
foster positive relationships with law enforcement and the judicial
system
connects at-risk-youth with community mentors

         o you have 30 minutes a week that you could give to a student to be a
positive influence in their life?

The Madison County Regional Office of Education is celebrating National
Mentoring Month by asking individuals to consider donating 30 minutes of
their time each week to help an “at-risk” student.

“It’s nice to have somebody who is willing to give up 30 minutes a week to
come in and talk to these students,” Madison County Superintendent of
Schools Robert Werden said.

The GIVE 30 mentoring program is intended to provide at-risk youth with
positive support in their lives. The program is designed for students who have
been identified in their school as someone who might benefit from a mentor
based on need, and civic leaders are being sought to become GIVE 30
mentors. 

According to Werden the Regional Office of Education is just now getting
back on track with the program that started in 2016, but hit a roadblock at
the start of COVID.

“We had more than 100 mentors before COVID,” Werden said. “Now we have
about half that number of mentors, but the program is growing again since
kids are back in school.”

Werden said the program was a success and he believes it will be again.

“It’s only 30 minutes a week for the mentor,” Werden said. “It means the
world to a student. They are really looking for someone in their life that is
successful and willing to take the time to spend with them.”

GIVE 30 offers the opportunity to schools and students an alternative to
traditional discipline. The program

Every January, the mentoring movement unites in celebration of
National Mentoring Month and uses the power of  collective voices
to recruit new mentors and drive meaningful change for young
people.

The month-long celebration of mentoring is full of exciting
opportunities to grow the movement and raise awareness about the
power of relationships. 

Mentors needed for Madison County's youthMentors needed for Madison County's youthMentors needed for Madison County's youth
The Regional Office of Education is currently soliciting civic leaders to
identify/encourage interested individuals to become a GIVE 30 mentor.
The individual can contact the ROE  about applying. A clean criminal
background check (at no cost) is required.

An applicants will complete an interest form to be shared with
participating school districts. The mentor will be asked to give 30
minutes a week to meet with the student they will be asked to mentor. A
guide will be provided to each mentor as an outline to engage in
discussion with the student. 

Upon the need of a mentor, the individual will be contacted and placed in
communication with the respective principal. The principal will meet
with the mentor and decide on an agreeable meeting time for the
student and the mentor. Such an arrangement may be made around a
typical lunch schedule. The duration of the mentoring experience may be
short term or may continue. In either case, monitoring and progress
reports on the relationships between will need to be reviewed.

For more information contact the ROE at (618) 296-4530 or visit
http://roe41.org/roe-services/give-30-mentoring-program.

D

http://roe41.org/roe-services/give-30-mentoring-program


          ore than 3,500 people received
free legal services through the Third
Judicial Circuit Pro Bono Committee
in 2021.

The committee is made up judges,
court staff, legal aid providers and
lawyers from a variety of different
practice areas who meet quarterly to
organize opportunities for continuing
education and free or reduced cost
legal assistance to the public. The
committee is co-chaired by Circuit
Judge Sarah Smith and Associate
Judge Maureen Schuette.

“I am so proud of the large number of
attorneys in the Third Judicial Circuit
who are willing to provide a key
benefit to the community that might
otherwise not be available,” Smith
said. “These attorneys willingly give of
their time to provide legal and other
skills that are in short supply and in
great need during these challenging
times.”

Through the committee’s partnership
with the local bar association and the
Public Interest Law Initiative, the
committee hosts a Legal Advice Clinic
offering appointments to low-income
members of the public who do not
have attorneys. The committee is
proud to have been able to continue
to offer these appointments and
volunteer opportunities via Zoom over
the last year.

“We truly appreciate each and every
attorney and staff member who
graciously donates their time and
talent to our Legal Advice Clinic, to
our Continuing Legal Education
Seminars, and to our pro bono
services,” Schuette said. “You are an
amazing asset to the Third Judicial
Circuit and we are very thankful for
you.”

In addition, the Madison County Law
Library and Legal Self-Help Center
provides general information and
resources to the public Monday
through Friday, serving just over
3,500 people in the third quarter of
2021. The library and self-help center
are in the Madison County Courthouse
basement.

“I’m proud of the number of litigants
we are able to serve each year
through the Pro Bono Committee and
the work of dedicated attorneys and
staff,” Chief Judge William Mudge
said.

For the public goodFor the public good
Pro-bono Work for the people Thrives in Madison CountyPro-bono Work for the people Thrives in Madison County
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Help Madison County celebrate Fitz's 5th birthday on Jan. 11.

FITZ ISFITZ IS
TURNING 5TURNING 5

To check out more the public can
follow Fitz on his Facebook page --

Fitz Courthouse Facility Dog.
 

situations and those in need of comfort and
support,” Schuette said. “Oftentimes, the
children in our courts are directly or
indirectly involved in cases and we want
them to just be kids and not worry about
everything going on in the courtroom.”  

Fitz has spent more than two years
providing emotional support to people.

Chief Judge William Mudge said they are
grateful to Duo Dogs in St. Louis for
helping “hire” Fitz, to the Madison County
Bar Association for their financial support
of the canine, to Veterinarian Dr. Daniel
Buller, at Bethalto Animal Clinic P.C. for
providing free veterinarian care and
services and to Whisker Bones for helping
to bathe and provide treats. 

He has been a welcome addition at the
Madison County Courthouse and in the
courts. Fitz has two specially trained
handlers, Tiffany Brooks and Emily Bell,
who are employed with the Madison County
State’s Attorney’s Office. When Fitz isn’t
working, he enjoys his free time playing
soccer and fetch.

As a way of celebrating Fitz you can
purchase a doggy treat at Whisker Bones
Supply, 138 N. Main St. (across from
courthouse) or by donating in his honor to
Madison County Child Advocacy Center,
Duo Dogs or Refuge, a non-profit that
serves children and their caregivers who
experiences abuse, neglect, and violence. 

H A P P Y

BirthdayBirthday    here are many people who take a
stand in helping abused children and
will provide comfort during difficult
times, but no one does it like Fitz —
the county’s highly trained facility dog,  

In 2019, Fitz came to work for the
Madison County Courthouse. Duo Dogs
in St Louis paired a black Labrador
retriever with specially selected
handlers from the courthouse.

Fitz is the facility dog for Madison
County. He received training for two
years to provide calming emotional
support to those caught up in difficult
situations.

Since he started working he's helped
comfort countless individuals, mostly
children, after testifying in court.

Associate Circuit Judge Maureen
Schuette initiated the drive to obtain
the canine.

“Fitz has been an amazing resource for
children and adults in courtroom

 

CourthouseCourthouse
CompanionCompanion
comfortscomforts  
victimsvictims

T

https://refuge4kids.org/
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/child_advocacy_center/index.php
https://duodogs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Fitz-Courthouse-Facility-Dog-2688113351415036/?ref=page_internal


                   adison County State’s Attorney Tom Haine announced the winners of the
office’s 2021 Red Ribbon Week poster competition on Nov. 22

The annual competition invites third, fourth, and fifth grade students from schools in
Madison County to create and design posters on the importance of resisting drugs. The
theme of this year’s Red Ribbon Week was “Drug Free Looks Like Me.” One winner was
chosen from each grade:

Third Grade —   Kysen Knebel, Highland Elementary
Fourth Grade —  Sam Herring, East Elementary (Alton)
Fifth Grade —  Jemma Dorsey, Our Lady Queen of Peace (Bethalto)

“Congratulations to these student winners and their teachers and parents,”  Haine said.
“All the entries were wonderful, which made the process of selecting a winner very
difficult. Thank you to all the schools who took the time to join in our contest this year. 

"Together, we can continue to strengthen our children to resist drugs and live life to the
fullest.” 

The winning entries will displayed for one year in the State’s Attorney’s Office, which is
located in the Madison County Administration Building. Each winning student will also
receive a pizza party for their entire class with State’s Attorney Haine. 

The Red Ribbon campaign began in support of a murdered DEA agent who was killed in
1985 by drug traffickers. Displaying a red ribbon demonstrates support of a drug-free
America. The annual Red Ribbon Campaign, held every October since 1986, is one of the
largest drug-prevention campaigns in the country. Visit www.nfp.org for more
information.

State's Attorney Announces 
Red Ribbon Week Winners 

M
3rd
grade

4th
grade

5th
grade

http://www.nfp.org/


State's Attorney visits Red Ribbon Week Winners 

Fifth Grade — Jemma Dorsey, Our Lady Queen of Peace (Bethalto)
 

Fourth Grade — Sam Herring, East Elementary (Alton)

Third Grade — Kysen Knebel, Highland Elementary
 



 
Madison County Coroner Stephan Nonn wants to congratulate two of his staff
members for their work anniversaries.

Nonn said Chief Investigator Shane Liley is celebrating 16 years in his office.

"I'm fortunate to have him on staff," Nonn said.  "He excels with his knowledge
of the job and his leadership skills are inspiring. 

Nonn said he appreciates Liley's years fo dedicated public service. 
 
Nonn also wants to congratulate Coroner Investigator Shelbi Nelsen on her
2nd anniversary 

Nonn said that Nelson represents his office with kindness, compassion, and
utmost professionalism.

"She's an assesst to my office and the community," he sa said. 

Coroner
recognizes
staff
anniversaries

Madison County State's Attorney Tom Haine welcomes
Mike Stewart to the State’s Attorney’s office as a part-
time prosecutor primarily with our Violent Crimes Unit. 
 Stewart is a U.S. Marine veteran and comes to the office
with a wealth of prosecution experience both in Cook
County and Madison County. Adding Stewart  to our team
is part of the State's Attorney's Office in its ongoing
efforts to work though the case backlog and ensure
timely justice is served for the citizens of Madison
County.

State's Attorney
hires new
prosecutor



LIHWAP provides one-time benefits to income eligible homeowners and
renters to help with water and wastewater bills, reconnection of water
service, as well as water bill arrearages.
 
Persons wishing to apply should contact the nearest Outreach Site in
their area for an appointment.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

         adison County announced Wednesday that funds are available to
assist income-eligible households with their water and wastewater. 

“The one-time assistance program is designed for families who face
having their water disconnected, who have already been disconnected
or have past-due balances of more than $250 for their water and
wastewater services combined,” Madison County Community
Development Chief Deputy Administrator Chris Otto said.

Otto said MCCD will be administering the Household Water Assistance
Program in Madison County. The program started Dec. 1 for all income-
eligible households.

Applications will be taken on a first-come, first-served basis through
May 31, 2022, on the same application as Energy Assistance (Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and the Percentage
of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) for Program Year 2022. Benefits are
only available once for water and once for wastewater/sewer, per
household, from Dec. 1, through Aug. 31, 2023 or as funds are available. 

Households in need are encouraged to apply on their Energy Assistance
application.  Households must be at or below 200 percent of the
federal poverty level to receive a benefit from the Energy Assistance
(LIHEAP and PIPP) and Water Assistance (LIHWAP) Programs. 

The water assistance program is categorically eligible with LIHEAP and
PIPP so if an applicant qualifies for energy assistance an applicant
automatically qualifies for LIHWAP. 

Starting Wednesday, Dec. 8, there will be an option to accept a one-
time payment to your water and wastewater utility providers. The 30-
day income guidelines for energy assistance are based on federal
poverty guidelines, state median income and the number of persons
living in the household.

In addition to applying for LIHEAP, which requires proof of gross income
from all household members for the prior 30-day period beginning with
the date of application and proof of Social Security Number or Individual
Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) for all household members, at least
one household member must be a US citizen.

Water assistance also requires a copy of a current water and wastewater
(sewer) bill and proof that water and wastewater are included in the rent
and that the tenant is responsible for the water services. 

For outreach locations and schedules, and for information on what
documents are needed to apply and different ways to submit your
application call Madison County Community Development at (618) 296-
6485.

Madison County offering low-income
households water assistanceM

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
 

Household
Size

Gross Income (30 days
prior to application)

$ 2,147
 $ 2,903
 $ 3,660
$ 4.417
$ 5,173

 $ 5,930
 $ 6,590
$ 6,737
$ 6,883

Outreach Site Phone Number
 Veterans Assistant Commission
 Granite City Housing Authority

 Madison County Urban League (Alton)
 Madison County Urban League (Madison)

 Chouteau Township
 Collinsville Township

 Edwardsville Township
 Ft. Russell Township

 Jarvis Township
 Highland Area Christian Ministry

 Olive Township
 Senior Services Plus (seniors 60+)

 Venice Township
 Glen Ed Pantry

 

 
 (618) 296-4554
 (618) 876-4232
 (618) 463-1906
 (618) 877-8860
 (618) 931-0360
 (618) 344-1290
 (618) 656-0292
 (618) 377-5660
 (618) 667-2560
 (618) 654-9295
 (618) 637-2630
 (618) 465-3298
 (618) 452-1121
 (618) 656-7506

 

Call 
(618) 296-6485

for more information





BUILDING & ZONING 

Did you know that food waste makes up about 
30 percent of our landfills?

When composting organic material such as pumpkins
and other food waste, we not only save space in our
landfill but we allow the material to breakdown
naturally which in turn creates a nutrient rich material
to feed our soils. 

To help reduce waste going to landfills, the Madison
County Green Schools Program challenged students to
compost their pumpkins this year. During the month of
November, students and their families were encouraged
to drop off their pumpkins at one of the six composting
locations throughout the county or compost it in their
own backyard compost bin.

Mabrey Bundy of Leclaire Elementary was randomly
selected as the winner of the $50 VISA gift card. She
explained that she enjoys composting “because it goes
back into the Earth and makes the Earth healthy”. 

Mabrey plans to pay it forwards and use the gift card to
buy books for her schools library.

Madison County wishes to thank everyone who
participated in feeding the nutrients to our soils and
keeping their waste out of landfills.

       ive nature a gift this holiday season by
recycling your Christmas tree at various locations
across Madison County.

"Rather than toss the tree in the trash, take it to a
recycling location," Building and Zoning
Administrator Chris Doucleff said.

In coordination with Madison County Building and
Zoning, townships and municipalities throughout
the county will provide 34 drop-off sites for
residents. 

Doucleff said the Christmas Tree Recycling
Program started 24 years ago. He said the
recycled trees are chipped into mulch and used in
public gardens and parks across the community.

Trees will be accepted from Dec. 26 through Jan.
14, 2022. All lights and ornaments must be remo-
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Madison County to host its 24th year of Christmas Tree Recycling Collection

Composting is Cool

Alhambra/Alhambra Township — Village Maintenance Shed
Alton — Riverview Park
              Haskell Park
              James Killion Park at Salu
              Milton Park
              Former Great Central Lumber lot at Henry Street
Choteau Township — Township Garage
Collinsville — Willougby Farm
                        Woodland Park
Collinsville Township — Township Road District
East Alton — City Garage
Edwardsville — Winston Brown Recreation Complex
Edwardsville Township — Township Community Park
Fort Russell Township  —  
Foster Township — Township Garage
Glen Carbon — New Glen carbon Fire Department
Godfrey  — Street Department
Granite City — Granite city Park District
Hamel/Hamel Township — Township Highway Department
Hartford — Curbside and alley picky up only
Helvetia Township — Township Shed
Leef Township — Township Garage

ved prior to drop-off. Pine wreaths, pine roping, or
other landscape waste is prohibited.

Building and  Zoning created a downloadable
holiday recycling guide on its Recycling 101 page
(https://bit.ly/2T0j4On .) The guide depicts which
holiday items can and cannot be placed in single-
stream recycling.

Other common holiday items such as burned out
Christmas light strands, plastic bags, bubble
wrap, and plastic air pillows are recyclable but
not in your single stream bin. These items can be
dropped off at recycling bins found at many local
stores. For additional information,
www.earth911.com is a great resource to find
drop off locations for these items locally.

More information, visit the county website
www.madisoncountyil.gov

Madison — Curbside only
Marine Township — Township Shed
Maryville — Curbside Only
Moro — 
Nameoki Township  — Township Shed
Olive Township — Maintainence Facility
Pin Oak Township  — Township Highway Dept.
Saline Township  — Township Shed
St. Jacob Township — Township Highway Dept.
Troy — Tri-Township Park
Wood River — City composte site
Wood River Township— Township Highway Dept.
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https://bit.ly/2T0j4On
http://www.earth911.com/
https://cms4.revize.com/revize/madisoncountyilus/departments/planning_and_development/recycling_101.php


EMPLOYMENT & TRAINNG

Madison County Employment and Training is asking Job-
Seekers and Businesses, “Did You Know That…?”

Universal Services – these are services available to any
resident at the MCET Office in Wood River. An individual can
come into the resource room and create or update a resume, look
for a job on-line or via the job board on-site, apply for jobs,
complete Career Interest tests to determine the right career path
for them and/or meet with a career specialist for more
information and assistance.
Training Services – these are services available to individuals
to pay for short-term or longer-term training for individuals to
enter in a career. These programs are income based or for
individuals who are unemployed. The training can range from
short-term trainings such as CDL training to learn the skills
needed to become a truck driver to two year degree programs at
the local community colleges or even paying for their junior and
senior years in completing their Bachelor’s Degree at SIU-E.
Business Services – these are services provided to businesses
ranging from On-the-Job training funds, which help eligible
individuals receive the training they need to be successful
employees with a business to Incumbent Worker Funds which
assists a company in upskilling their current workforce with new
skills or techniques to help the business be more profitable.
Alternative Digital Credentials – This is a special program for
unemployed individuals to be trained to become Lab technicians,
Food Science Technicians or Chemical Technicians in the growing
bio-science field in the St Louis region.

        id you know that Madison County Employment and Training in
Wood River provides services at no-cost to job seekers and
businesses?

“That’s right, we do,” Employment and Training Director Tony
Fuhrmann said.

Fuhrmann said individuals needing assistance from developing
resumes to helping pay for training and education along with services
to businesses that provide funding to hire new employees or for
training to upskill existing employees.

“In November, Employment and Training started posting on social
media all the things we can offer to job-seekers and businesses,”
Fuhrmann said.

The daily postings can be found on four employment and training
social media sites — Facebook, Twitter, InstaGram, and LinkedIn.
There is a combination of announcements, memes and videos that
rotate on a daily basis between four areas of service being provided:

Fuhrmann said the number of individuals reentering the workforce and
looking for training has decreased since the pandemic.

“Our funding doesn’t allow us to produce and pay for traditional
marketing and advertising so we started this social media blitz,”
Fuhrmann said. “We have a very talented staff and we are now
expanding on their creativity to produce entertaining and informative
pieces that make people want to reach out to us for more information.”

Since the start of the social media blitz, the number of hits for the
department’s pages increased by 130 percent, but more importantly a
double digit increase in the number of individuals entering training
programs. 

“We are trying to reach out and find those individuals where they are
in social media,” Fuhrmann said. “With that being the goal, our latest
attempt is the creation of a TikTok account where we hope to provide
entertaining approaches to providing information on our programs to
younger job-seekers.” 

The TikTok account can be found at mcetdlwd22.

For more information about programs available at MCET please visit
their website at http://www.co.madison.il.us/mcetd or call (618) 296-
4301. 

D

https://www.facebook.com/MCETD
https://twitter.com/MadCoETD
https://www.instagram.com/madisoncountyetd/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/madison-county-employment-and-training
https://www.tiktok.com/@mcetdlwd22
http://www.co.madison.il.us/mcetd


New laws that start in Illinois on Jan. 1, 2022New laws that start in Illinois on Jan. 1, 2022New laws that start in Illinois on Jan. 1, 2022
 New requirements for schools, state ethics rules, criminal justice and animal ownership are among the 300 laws taking effect

Illinois Law SB 119 —  Let Kids be Kids
The law prohibits lemonade stands and other
means of nonalcoholic sale operated by a
person under the age of 16 from being
regulated or shut down by public health
authorities.

Illinois Law SB 2007 — Home-to-Market Act
Expands the places a cottage food operation may
sell their products. It's now legal for anyone with a
rad recipe and an entrepreneurial heart to sell
their goods out of their home, online and via
delivery, provided they follow a few rules.

Illinois Law HB 168 
The law prohibits people who have a record of felony
offenses like torture or animal fighting from owning
or living with animals.

Illinois Law HB 572
The law Amends the Sales Finance Agency Act to
invalidate any financing, retail installment contract
or loan for the purchase of a cat or a dog.

Illinois Law SB 1879
Amends the Fish and Aquatic Life
Code to ban fishing for carp,
catfish, buffalo, suckers, gar,
bowfin, shad and drum with a
pitchfork, spear gun, bow and
arrow, sling shot bow, spear or gig
on or across from any public right-
of-way or highway in the state.

Illinois Law SB 58
Lowers the registration fee for trailers that weigh
less than 3,000 lbs. from $118 to $36.

Illinois Law SB 817
This law prohibits discrimination against natural and
ethnic hairstyles – including locs, braids, twists and
afros.

Illinois Law HB 633 
Establishes the Vegetable Garden
Protection Act, which makes Illinois
the second state in the nation to
enshrine the right to cultivate a
vegetable garden into state law.
Local governments can still pass
ordinances regulating setbacks, use
of fertilizer or water, and invasive
species controls — as long as they
do not have the effect of forbidding
vegetable gardens.

Illnois Law SB 512 
Establishes the Preventing Youth Vaping
Act, which gives the attorney general's
office additional authority to go after
violators of e-cigarette regulations. It also
forbids companies from marketing e-
cigarettes to people under 21 or using
cartoons or images from video games or
movies in their advertising. The law does
not apply to tobacco cessation products or
cannabis paraphernalia.

Visit
https://www.illinoissenatedemocrats.com/images/
2021/bills-taking-effect-2022.pdf or  a complete
list of new laws taking effect Jan. 1, 2022.

Minimum Wage Increase
On Jan. 1, the minimum wage increases to $12
per hour, and will continue to increase on Jan. 1
each year until it hits $15 per hour on Jan. 1,
2025.

https://www.illinoissenatedemocrats.com/images/2021/bills-taking-effect-2022.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=&SessionId=110&GA=102&DocTypeId=SB&DocNum=1879&GAID=16&LegID=&SpecSess=&Session=
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=&SessionId=110&GA=102&DocTypeId=HB&DocNum=633&GAID=16&LegID=&SpecSess=&Session=
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/fulltext.asp?DocName=&SessionId=110&GA=102&DocTypeId=SB&DocNum=512&GAID=16&LegID=&SpecSess=&Session=
https://patch.com/illinois/chicago/american-lung-association-lauds-lawmakers-steps-prevent-youth-vaping
https://www.illinoissenatedemocrats.com/images/2021/bills-taking-effect-2022.pdf
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https://www.illinoissenatedemocrats.com/images/2021/bills-taking-effect-2022.pdf
https://www.illinoissenatedemocrats.com/images/2021/bills-taking-effect-2022.pdf


Madison County Board —            618-296-4341 —            coboard@co.madison.il.us

Madison County Board
Meeting Update

The public is invited to attend County Board

meetings, which are held in the Board Room at

the Madison County Administration Building,

157 N. Main St., Edwardsville, Ill.

To listen to past meetings, or read

approved minutes, visit

https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/

county_clerk/county_board_records/board

_agendas_and_minutes.php for more

information.

Madison County Government continues to share the latest updates surrounding the

county’s response to COVID-19 on its website and social media pages.

Check out the Citizens Guide on the
county's website to find out more on
the operations of Madison County
Government and its departments.

Check out the calendar to view
upcoming County Board and

Committe meertings.

Created by Madison County Public Relations and Communications

The Madison County Board Chair
appoints individuals to more than

70 boards and commissions
throughout Madison County. Click
on the booklet to find out more.

https://www.facebook.com/MadisonCountyIL
https://www.instagram.com/madisoncountyil/
https://cms4.revize.com/revize/madisoncounty/document_center/Government%20Transparency/Citizens%20Guide%20(10).pdf
https://cms4.revize.com/revize/madisoncounty/document_center/BoardsnCommissions/Boards%20and%20Commissions%20Dec.%202020%20210104.pdf
https://twitter.com/madisoncountyil
https://twitter.com/madisoncountyil
https://www.co.madison.il.us/calendar.php
https://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/county_clerk/county_board_records/board_agendas_and_minutes.php

